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[1811. 

iuant to fuhllc aivertiiimait, on Monday, tie 
g/A Se^eMkcf, 1811, 
ciiARl.e» WHITTINGTON, Bsq. in the chair. 
The foUowing Resolutions were unani« 
njpusly agreed to •, 

p.esolved, Tl^ac it is the undoubted, ^nd 
unalienable right of the Subjects of these 
Realms to Petition the Legislature for re- 
dress of grievances ; and that, assembled 
here to-day for the sole purpose of exer- 
jcising such right, we feel ourselves protected 
by the Laws of the Land. 

■Resolved, That, deeply impressed with 
a sense of our degraded situation, and be- 
holdiog ourselves excluded from a full 
participation of the benefits of that con- 
stitution, which we so eminently contribute 
to support and defend, we deem it advtse- 
aMe to Petition Parliament, Session after 
Session, until our Grievances shall be 
completely redressed. 

Resolved, That the following Gentlemen 
possessing the confidence of the Catholics 
of this County, are requested to prepare 
Petitions to both Houses of Parliament 
on our behalf, to be presented early in the 
next Sessions, praying a total Repeal of the 
Penal Laws affectmg our Body, and for 
this purpose they are instructed to confer 
with the General Committee of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, viz. 

Charles Whittington, of the City of Ar- 
magh, — John Byrne, of the City of Dublin, 
—Edward O'Callaghan, of ditto — Hugh 
O'Callaghan, of CuUoville— J^mes Tagart, 
of Tandragee — Dennis Caulfield, of 
Newry, — Michael O'Callaghan, of Clon- 
atig — ^Richard Whittington, of the City of 
Armagh— Charles Jennings, of Newry — 
and Patrick John Dwyer, of the City of 
Dublin, £sqrs. 

Resolved, That the thaaks of this Meeting 
are due, and are hereby given to the Earl 
of FlNGAX.1,, and the General Committee o£ 
the Catholics of Ireland, for their manly 
and constitutional conduct on the Slst of 
July, last, in defence of ourdeaiest Right as 
injured men, the right to petition for redress. 
Resolved, That we cannot sufficiently 
express our warm feelings of gratitude and 
obligation to our liber^ and enlightened 
Protestant Fellow-Countrytaen, who, in 
and out of Parliament, have aided our 
cfTorts for Emaocipatiun. 

Resolved, That we entertain a high sense 
of the liberal conduct of our countrymen 
who, differing from us in religious opi- 
nions, have honored this meeting by their 
JPMSWce. 

CiCAtit.B» WiUTTiWaTOM, Cludnnaq. 
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Mr. Whittington having left the Chair, 
and Hugh O'Callaghan, of CulloviUe, Esqr, 
being called thereto, the Thanks of the 
Meeting were voted to Mr. Whittington, 
forhisproperconduct in the Chair. 

Hugh O'Callaoran. 



COUNTY Ot DOWN CATHOLIC MSETIN&. 

Tkt Roman Catholic CUrgy, Gentlemen and 
Freeholders afthe Count)/ of Down, convened 
iif Public Aavertisement, at tie Setsions-konsef 
in the tevtn of Newry, 9th Sept. 1811, 
Do declare. That they deeply lament 
the necessity, imposed upon them by those 
peculiar legal disabilities, (Usabilities which 
equallyinjure and dishonour them, of act- 
ing as a body separate or distinct from the 
mass of their countrymen, with whom it i» 
their ultimate ambition to be blended in 
feeling of common interest, as they already 
are in exertions for the preservation of the 
State and the defence of that Constitutito, 
the franchises of which they aspire to par- 
take in, and whos« wholesome regimen is 
violated by their exclusion. 

Not to them can be attributed the agita. 
tion created throu^out the land, by the 
procrastination of their reliefs for they 
would deserre to suffer, in perpetuity, the 
privations of which they complain, if they 
did not reiterate their respectful solicita- 
tions to Parliament. — ^In these legal and 
constitutional appeals, theymill penevtre, un> 
til a deserved success shall [uace them in 
possession of those rights, to which, with 
every other description of their country- 
men, they have an equal clum. 

They regret the attempt which has been 
made, founded on the doubtful construc- 
tion of an ambiguous Statute, to impede 
the exercise of the right of Petition in the 
subjects of this Realm. To the known 
laws of the land they would conform, evta 
while they sought the repeal of those they 
deemed unjust, because they recognise the 
authority of the supreme power of the 
State, and the pu;:suit of any factious pur- 
pose is not their object. In their present 
act, they trust, .they do not vislate law, 
while they exercise the privilege of Inti- 
mate complaint, deprived of whi<;h, even 
the, semblance of liberty would not remain 
to th'eifi. They determine, in common with 
their suffering brethren of Ireland, to Pe- 
tition the Legislature in the ensujng Par- 
liament, for a total repeal of all those penal 
and restrictive Statutes, which exclusively 
affect them; an^.for the purpose ?{ pre" 
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paring: tuch Petition, and promotivg the 
su^cn ofits prayer, in ccMjperjitipn with 
tbe general cotamittee of the Catholics of 
Ireland, tbef reqaest the exertions of James 
Reilly and Mark Devlin, of Newry, esqrs. 
Patrick Olfanlon, of Narrow-water, esq, 
Wm. Todd Jones, of Rosstrevor, esq. John 
"White, of JUoughbrickland, esq. Rowland 
SavagfC, of Partan-lutU, esq. Roger Ma. 
gennis, of Ballely, esq, Messrs. Andrew 
Jennings, James Bowden, Arthur Began, 
and John O'Hagan, of Newry. 

AH illustrious in the Empire, for talent 
or for virtue, advocate their Cai»e. — It is 
their boast to rank iBnoDg the natives of 
their couatyj the Marqais of Downshire, 
aad the Earl .of Moira, to whom with Mr. 
Otatt^i, the £arl of Doooug^uaore, and 
the numy other Patrons of their Cause, 
they feel the most profound gratitude ; to 
the Earl of Fingall, to the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen wl» composed the late general 
Odmmittee of the Catholics of Ireland, and 
toall tike Mher distin^shed promoters of 
their Claim*, of tiieir own Community, 
they offer the tcihme of tb^r thanks, as 
they do to Edward Southwell Rutfaven, 
esq, sirI tJ>e other Protestant Gentleraen 
■vHa hoaouned tbnm this day with their 
pneaencr and coucurrenee. 

Rowland Savage. 
Jllr. Detdm nai ikt fottmaing letter from 
ArskihaU Hamiiien Rtnvap, Esqr* 

SiK, Kaiiteagh, Sept. 7th 1 81 1. 

Having ever entertained the opinion that 
Doe law should bind Protestant and Catho- 
lic, I am eitremely concerned that indis- 
pensible business prevems my attending 
the pyopoeed Meeting of the Catholics of 
the County of Dovra, for the purpose of 
peatiomng the Legislature for a total re- 
peal Of the Penal and Restrictive Sta:tute3 
affecting their Body} but as a Protestant 
proprietor and resident of this County, 
I feel It a duty incumbent on Ine to beg 
leave to assure them through you, of my 
entire concurrence in, and approbation of 
those legal and constitutional measures, as 
they appear to me, by which they are 
attempting to procure a restoration of 
thVir just rights, 

I have the honor to'be 

your obediint Servant, 
AReniEALD Hamilton Rowan, 
Axttitinitt Jnai a letter •air>tte» h/ EUrcd J'ot- 
ihigtr^ Esq* and adtlreaed to ]\flari Deijlitiy 
Smt, repMtthp him to covmiunicate his [J^r, 
Pfitiitgei's] sMtimtnts to the Cotaity Deiun 
iUeetiig. Tke. asstmbly hgd a^turntd'ie' 
fire tie letter reaclud Mr, JDevlia, 



" The lively interest I %1 for my Ca- 
tholic fellow-subjects, in {heir constitu- 
tional pursuit of their JHSt x'fgh^, arises 
not only from a sympathy for their un- 
merited sufferings, but from a conviction 
that their emancipation would be a most 
signal blessing to this country, and the 
empire at large. 

I regret miieh, and disapprove, that 
such an act as tbe Convention Bill, should, 
at this time, and for such a purpose, be 
attempted to be enforced; a bill, under 
the present construction put on it, ex- 
prcMly againrt th* Bill of B.ights-.-.a bill, 
CE^ried at an unfortunate and misguided 
period, by perhaps the worst administra- 
tion any country ever saw, 1 request you 
will assure the Catholics of your meetmg, 
thiit both as a free-holder of the County of 
Down, aqd in every other situation I 
shall firmly and steadily support their 
claim— to being put od an equal footiny; 
with ^ir Protestant fellow-subject*." 



COOKTT WIBLIN CATBOLtC MtETING, 

uif a numerous aitd respectable meHlmg of tha 
Heman Catholits of the Ceunty Dublin^ held 
at KHmaitihauif on Xhursda^^ Sept. 19, 

The Hon, Thomas Baknewall in the 
Chair. 

Resolved, That conscious of the xec> 
titude of our intentions, and of the lega- 
lity of our conduct, founded on the impre- 
scriptible right of all British subjects to 
petition fbe Legi^ture"for the redress of* 
Grievances, we, the Roman Catholics of 
the County of Dublin, sec with the deepest 
regre{ the attempts made to obstruct the 
- eiercise of those rights by an injurious 
arid oppressive misapplication of the pro- 
visions of a Statute, thereby throwing 
upoti us a susjHcton gulling to our feelings 
repugnant to our principles, and incon- 
sistent with the loyalty of our views. 

That by assembling in a peaceable and 
constitutional manner with the solemn and 
specific iutention of preparing petition; to 
Parliament for the removal erf' these laws 
which still deprive the Roman Catholics, of 
tiiis' Kingdom of an unqualified participa- 
tion in the privileges, benefits, and immu- 
nities conferred by tli« Oonstitution on our 
Protestant Countrymen, we do not act, 
TXdt mean to act in conti<adiction to that 
Constitution, which we are determined to 
uphoM and to defend at the «xpence of 
our lives, as the sacred sanctuary of civil 
aiidTstiusal liberty. 



